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I. Pravers

The meeting: was: declared open following & moment of silence. This was followed by i
introductions: by members,

2. Opening
The Chair, Mohamed Amara Salisu in his opening weleomed all and informed that the EITI

WValidation wam have completed their mission 1o Sierra Leone and based on their initial



assessment reporl, Mema Leone was deemed to have made meaningful progress o several
individual requirements while a few deemed to be satisfactory, The Chair therefore. encouraged
members (o endeavor to read the report and provide feedback, without which the assessment
provided by the Validation team will remain valid and the MSGs comment will not be ineluded

i the final report.

3. Discussion on the Draft Initial Assessment Report

The National Coordirator informed that the Secrétariin recéived feedback from a few MSG
members from different constituencies: The National Coordinaor further informed that the
Secretarial was compiling the comments to be shared with the group including the International
Secretarial, Other commients were received from the 1A was tabled for discossion. (See attached

Hoas™ commenis)

[Juring deliberations, the MSG was of the view that the comments provided by Boas speak to the
issues raised in the draft Secretiriat assessment report, For instance, the'issue of Berta svsiem
raised by the International Secretanat was putside the scope of the MSG reporting including 1he
IA. Going forward, the MSG agreed 1o reguest the MSG Chair w enquire from refated MDAs
including the Minisiries of Trade, Transport and the Attomey General’s office whether there is
existence of a Mol! or agreement between the government of Sierra Leone and mining compantes

on Berta arrangement.

In view of the M8€i's deliberations, the National Coordinator informed that the International
Secretarial issued a tght deadline for accepting comments from the MSG. In consideration of
respotiding to comments from the International Secretariat and the deadline issued, the MSG said
the following issues have stood out clearly in the reporta) perhaps, some arrangement elsewhere
exist which the MSG was not privy 1o gspecially the alleged Moll with companies b) that some
MSG constituency groups seem uncooperative ¢) effort should be made to look into the SLEITI
MSG Mol



In relation to Kinghe mining company not participasing in the reporting process, it was stated that
the company heenses were withdrawn and the representatives have left the junsdiction of Sierma
Leone.

Cin the 1ssue of income tax payvment miade by companies which the repont claimed that they were
not uniform, it was pointed out that the strength of negotiation counts and the NMA was in a

pasition to harmionize the tx pavment. fn addition, surface rent pavment was also discussed.

The report called for harmonization of surface rent payment, However, menmibers were of the view
that land use is different and payment could be difficult 1o harmonies, Sierra Rutile was of the
view that their surfhce rent payment could be inadequate or understated und cafled on the 1A
through the MSG to considér rephrasing the statement because their payment was: sell-
explanatory.

Fallowing deliberations, the MSG requested the Secrefariat 1o compile the necessary feedback
received trom the MSG constituency groups. The MSG also resolved 1o reguest Tor an extension
af the deadline for submission of feedhan:k_hj the International Secretanat, Morcover, effort
should be made o get the Mol! in question.

4. Closing:

The meeting was brought to a close in the absence of no other business. The motion was moved
by Domatd Williams, seconded by Yusuf Duuda Suma.
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