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Background:
The Sierra Leone Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (SLEITI) 2017-2018 Sensitization and Dissemination Report was prepared shortly after the meeting held in Freetown. The President in his statement at the State opening of the fifth Parliament of the Second Republic of Sierra Leone made a commitment to comply with the EITI Standard to ensure full transparency in the sector. In the light of this commitment, it is anticipated that the Government use the SLEITI recommendations to inform reforms in the extractive sector. For renewed commitment to towards the EITI process, SLEITI has been relocated to the Office of the Vice-President for closer supervision by the Presidency. The Vice President is now the SLEITI Chair and Champion. Sierra Leone joined the EITI in 2006 and became a Candidate country in 2008 and later became EITI Compliant in 2014. The country has produced 9 EITI reports covering 2006-2018 fiscal years and is in the process of producing its tenth report covering the 2019 fiscal year. 
This 2017-2018 report covers the gas sectors in Sierra Leone, registers of licenses; exploration, production and exports in the extractive sector; beneficial ownership; contract transparency; state participation in the sector; revenue collection and allocation; social and economic spending; and the outcomes and impact of the EITI in Sierra Leone. 

REPORT:

The Sierra Leone Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (SLEITI) begins first leg of its national sensitization and dissemination of the SLEITI 2017-2018 reports in the western Area with the theme: maximizing the benefits of mining to local communities.

The sensitization meeting was held at the Buxton Church Memorial Hall in Freetown that was attended by stakeholders.

The meeting started with both Muslim and Christian Prayers that was done by volunteers from among participants. 

Welcome address: Mrs. Annie Lansana:

I want to welcome you all today for this meeting as we have gone right through the country disseminating this report. This report takes into cognizance the activities of 2017-2018 looking at what mining companies paid to government and what government received.   
Chairperson opening Remarks: Daniel Gbondo
Mr. Daniel Gbondo thanked participants for coming while noting that the mining sector has been problematic over the years. I am happy to be part of this very important meeting and more so when it has to do with extractive sector.  If we want to have a sector that is vibrant with good governance we need to pay attention to the sector. Transparency and accountability in the mining sector is critical. It is also critical for our development and I am always happy to be part of the SLEITI discuss. For the fact that I was born in Kono district and the district being one of the most important district when it comes to mining I am always happy to be part of discuss relating to mining. Kono epitomize the country’s mining sector and the more reason to pay attention to it.

The poverty in mining community is a concern because since mining started in this country we have not benefit much from it.  So coming here today to discuss the sector is key. 
Mr. Gbondo highlights the issues of cooperate social responsibility noting that this is not an obligation but a gesture from mining companies. Transparency and accountability in the sector is critical for government because only by this we will be able to dispel rumors, and fake news.
Revenue generation is also key noting that a Public Financial Management regulation directs government how to utilize the country spending.  EITI raises issues on transparency and accountability and that is why we have the MSG. 

The ministry of mines is supportive of the work of the EITI and that critical work continues in the ministry. Currently the ministry is reviewing the mines and mineral act and when once that law comes out it will reflect the views of all of us but also critical is the aspect of accountability and transparency. 

We are now far ahead in reviewing the act and very soon the process will be complete
Statement:

It was now time for statement starting with civil society that was done by Cecilia Mattia.

In her statement she said the EITI started in 2006. We are the local chapter of the EITI and we make sure the process is transparent and accountable. I am pleased to inform all present here that we are happy about the process so far though there are challenges. We will continue to play our role as we went right through the country engaging our people.

The engagement with our people shows they now understand the process and lots of critical issues came out. 
Kumba Faika, Chamber of Mines:  We are happy to be part of this process and we at the chamber are very pleased about ongoing reforms in the sector. As we all know mining companies don’t just come and mine because this is the understanding of most people. We do lots of things before we start mining. We pay our taxes, do cooperate social responsibility, pay surface rents and do lot of other humanitarian gestures. 
Mr. Morie Lansana from Audit Service Sierra Leone on behalf of the Minister of State in the Office of the Vice President Mrs. Frances Paggie Algalie said the report reflects the activities in the mining sector more especially when it comes to transparency and accountability.
The secretariat will soon produce the 2019 report after which the dissemination will start so as to create debate around it. Also if we produce these reports and do not talk about them or engage the people it will be of no use.  The money we receive from the mining sector is what government is using for development across the country. So if you see development taking place in your district, in your community it is part of the money that is accrued from the mining sector.
We want proceeds from the mining sector to reflect on the people and this is why we are taking this report to the people and talk about it. This sensitization meeting is for us to discuss and see what we need to improve on and how to tackle the challenges.

Our people have suffered for far too long, but with this new government we have started seeing some light. We now talk accountability and transparency in the open and that the mining sector contributes significantly to government revenue. We want to say thanks to the government because things are now happening. Government cannot do it alone and that is why the MSG was constituted.

As a government we don’t want to walk fast, we want to walk far and if you want to go far you have to walk with people. We don’t want you to just come and listen to flamboyant statement but for you also to contribute to the process. Let us asked relevant questions so as to understand what government receives from mining companies and how such moneys are been utilized. 
In his presentation the Programme Manager at SLEITI, Mohamed Baimba Koroma said the EITI is the global standard for good governance of oil, gas and mineral resources.

He said Sierra Leone has produced nine EITI reports covering 2006-2018 fiscal years.

“The SLEITI provides platform for debates on the management of the extractive sector and data made available to inform debates. The SLEITI also contributes to reforms in the sector, while data available to aid civil society in their advocacy work.
Mr. Koroma said it’s also brings about greater accountability by the Government, companies and makes mining Contracts Transparency, Improved coordination amongst state entities.
He said capacity building efforts leading to better understanding of the sector enhances citizen’s engagement with government and the sector.

“The EITI encourages Implementing countries to publicly disclose contracts and licenses that provide the terms attached to the exploration of oil, gas and minerals, he said.”

Mohamed Fernando Conteh is the Communication Manager at SLEITI adding that the mining sector can bring significant economic benefits to a country as including generating fiscal revenues and export earnings, relieving constraints to investment, driving economic growth and job creation, contributing to building physical infrastructure.

He said governments typically takes 40 to 60 percent of rents (profits) in taxes, royalties and fees and that revenues from the extractive industries can account for a large proportion of fiscal revenues. 

Mr. Conteh said in Sierra Leone revenue from the mining sector increased from Le 149 billion (0.5 percent of GDP) in 2017 to Le 222.7 billion (0.7  
 percent of GDP) in 2018 as a result of improved collection of mineral Royalties and Licenses.

He said real GDP growth was estimated at 3.8 percent in 2017 and 3.5 percent in 2018. 

The meeting was climaxed by series of questions from participants.  

Discussion/ Question & answer:
Participants at this point in time asked several questions

Hassan Jalloh-UNDP: let us also make sure that discussions on the sector should not only be payment of surface rent, but also on the environmental damages. This is important because lands are been destroyed with no adequate compensation.

Also, the companies we are talking about are not here how they respond to some of the quarries directly related to them

Mariatu B Conteh: Physically challenge persons seem to be left out of these discussions.  There is nothing said about physically challenge persons in this report. There is nothing like transparency and accountability in this aspect.

Abdulai Kamara, from the human Right commission said base on the work we do there are lots of human rights issues in our communities. We have not heard about violation of rights. How are rights protected? We in the commission monitor violations in mining areas. We have monitor goal mining operation in Tonkolili last year. We have witness deplorable conditions of people in mining communities. How the money does paid better the lives of the people. People continue to suffer in these communities. On environmental issues, flooding continue to occur in Manonko and other areas.
Gibrila Massaquoi, Women in Mining: the situation of women in mining communities is also a concern. What is employment ration of women in mining communities?
Saio Kamara: How effective are addressing the mismatch between CRS and CDA is address?  
Abass Kamara: we are talking about transparency and accountability. What is the knowledge of community people on the various agreements?
Lansana Bayoh Ministry of Information. There are lots of complaints of under payment reported by employees against mining companies. How do we address this? 
Abdulai Kamara: we want to have clarity on beneficial ownership

Lamin Mami, Ministry of Mines:

Closing Remarks:

In her closing remarks, Cecilia Mattia was able to answers most of the questions raised while encouraging participants to read the report and understand its content.

She called on students present to take their studies very seriously noting that mining companies coming to the country need trained and qualified people. 

She said most Sierra Leoneans lack the skills needed in the sector and the need for people to be serious about what they do and continue to do. 

Cecilia explains the new revised mining law that is yet to be table in parliament while calling on councilors to be interested in the process.

On the aspect of mining proceed percentage on surface rent, she said the propose percentage of r landowners is 70 percent while 30 percent will go to chiefdom authorities.  
The end
